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levelling up. For levelling down, he would so far as possible
avoid legislative expropriation and confiscation as these involve
violence. To induce the rich to accept the ideal of economic
equality and hold their wealth in trust for the poor, he would
depend upon persuasion, education, non-violent non-co-opera-
tion and other non-violent means. According to Gandhiji, the
theory of the trusteeship of the wealthy for their superfluous
wealth lies at the root of the doctrine of equal distribution. The
only alternative to trusteeship is confiscation through violence.
But by resorting to violence society will be poorer "for, it wall
lose the gifts of a man who knows how to accumulate wealth.
Non-violent non-co-operation is the infallible means to bring
about trusteeship because the rich cannot accumulate wealth
without the co-operation of the poor in society."111
For removing the abject, grinding poverty and unemploy-
ment of the masses, his remedy is khadi and the revival of other
handicrafts and cottage industries, the revival being "an exten-
sion of the khadi effort". Gandhiji considers khadi as one of the
two most important of his activities, the other being removal of
untouchability.112 Khadi is to him the most effective substitute
for violent dispossession.113 His attachment to khadi is due
primarily to moral considerations.
Non-violence and centralized industry, he thinks, are in-
compatible. Mass production is exploitation of nature as well
as man and this is the very negation of non-violence. Conscious
adoption of handicrafts is an important step towards world peace
in so far as mass production, which can only subsist on the con-
trol of large markets, is the mainspring of modern international
rivalries, imperialistic exploitation and wars.
In national affairs large-scale industry vitiates democracy.
For it leads to concentration of economic power and this implies
corresponding concentration of political power and the ever
present possibility of the abuse of such powder.
Mass production degrades workers and deprives them of
their dignity and worth. It uproots them from the purity and
naturalness of domestic atmosphere in rural areas, baulks their
creative urge and turns them into mere statistical units.
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